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MINUTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL BOARD 

May 24, 2021 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Colin Quinn called the virtual EBoard meeting to order at 5:00 pm on May 24, 
2021. 
 
ROLL CALL 
The following members were present for roll call:  
 

E-Board Members:  
 

Colin Quinn, Chair 
Summer Scott, Member 
Jim Kirschvink, Member 
Scott Mills, Member (Late) 
Genevieve Villamizar, Member (Late) 
Pat Hunter, Alternate 
 

Town Staff Present: 
 

Mark O’Meara, Staff Liaison 
Kae McDonald, Boards and Commissions Clerk 
 

Guests: Maisa Metcalf, CLEER Representative 
Erin Riccio, Wilderness Workshop 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
Motion Passed: Pat moved to approve Environmental Board meeting minutes from the 
April 2021 meeting.  Colin seconded the motion, and the minutes were unanimously 
approved. 
 
PERSONS PRESENT NOT ON THE AGENDA    
There were no persons present, not on the agenda, to address the EBoard. 
 
WILDERNESS WORKSHOP PRESENTATION: ERIN RICCIO    
Erin Riccio updated the board members on Wilderness Workshop’s current programming.  
She noted that it is the oldest conservation-based non-profit organization based in the 
Roaring Fork Valley.  Wilderness Workshop utilizes community organizing and 
programming, law, science, and policy to fulfill its mission.  It was established in 1977 by 
three local women who wanted to expand wilderness in the Roaring Fork Valley; the 
wilderness designation is the highest and strictest designation “untrammeled.”  Wilderness 
serves an important ecological function and prohibits all mechanized/motorized vehicles 
within its boundaries.  One of its most significant accomplishments is the campaign to 
protect the Thompson Divide—beginning in 2007, it took almost a decade to get 25 oil and 
gas leases cancelled.  Wilderness Workshop is also working to get the CORE act passed. 
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Wilderness Workshop is also working towards additional Wilderness designations, 
restoration projects, educate the public on recreating responsibly and help address climate 
action by connecting people to the land through community programming. 
 
Erin noted that a primary reason for her presentation to the Eboard was to solicit support 
for the Outdoor Equity Fund (HB21-1318) which is designed to reduce systemic 
inequalities in access to outdoor areas.  If approved, the fund would be administered 
through a Colorado Parks and Wildlife grant program funded by proceeds from the 
Colorado Lottery.  Erin asked if the EBoard would be interested in supporting this bill. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Colin was very supportive of the bill but thought the support would be more powerful if the 
Board of Trustees supported it.  He was willing to sponsor the topic at the next BOT 
meeting.  Colin also asked if Erin would be willing to share any lessons Wilderness 
Workshop has learned about expanding diversity. 
 
Erin pointed out that it is important to meet diverse communities where they are at.  
Wilderness Workshop has hosted numerous listening sessions where diverse communities 
can share their concerns as well as what they are interested in. 
 
Jim noted that one of his pet peeves is that State and Federal campgrounds are outpricing 
accessibility.  He also asked Erin what programming might get cut if the Outdoor Equity 
Fund is passed. 
 
Erin replied that current programming funded by the Colorado Lottery/GOCO grants have a 
percentage cap on how much money they are allowed, so if the Colorado Lottery is doing 
well, it is possible no other programming would be cut. 
 
Scott asked what the budget for the fund would be. 
 
Erin replied that it would start at $750,000.00 for 2021 and gradually accumulate to 
$3,000,000.00 over the next four years. 
 
Pat asked if there were plans to incorporate more wilderness. 
 
Erin replied that if the CORE act is approved, it would expand wilderness areas at Eagles 
Nest and in the San Juan Mountains. 
 
Colin asked if other local municipalities were in support of the Outdoor Equity Fund. 
 
Erin wasn’t sure because she is focused on the Carbondale area.  Erin did note that the 
fund will need to be approved before the Colorado State Legislature adjourns on June 12th 
or it will die in committee. 
 
Pat asked if Governor Polis supported it. 
 
Erin wasn’t sure whether he did or not. 
 
Colin moved that the Environmental Board ask the Carbondale Board of Trustees to 
support HB21-1318.  Pat seconded the motion. 
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Discussion: 
Scott preferred to start with the Environmental Board stating support for the bill and work 
towards BOT approval. 
 
Mark pointed out that the support needs to be from the BOT as officially representing 
Carbondale. 
 
Colin agreed to contact Jay and see what direction he recommends. 
 
Pat agreed that, if needed, he would present the topic for consideration during persons 
present not on the agenda at the May 25th BOT meeting. 
 
Motion Passed. Colin moved that, pending approval by the Town Manager, the 
Environmental Board ask the Carbondale Board of Trustees to support HB21-1318.  Pat 
seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
EBOARD CONTRIBUTION TO THE CAP WITH CLEER 
Maisa shared the Community Engagement Plan Google document and noted that a tab 
was added for climate-related content in a 30/60/90-day format.  She also informed the 
board members that the Town of Carbondale is sponsoring a weekly advertisement in the 
Sopris Sun that updates the community on various topics; of interest to the EBoard is the 
Climate Action and Sustainability paragraph.  Maisa is looking for ideas to include and 
asked the board members to forward any they had so she could, in turn, forward them to 
PR Studios. 
 
Questions/Comments: 
Colin suggested publishing data from local energy companies to make the community 
aware of the current level of energy consumption and where the community needs to be. 
 
Scott noted that he hasn’t seen any updates to the website.  He also asked for clarification 
on how the aligns with other TOC documents. 
 
Maisa responded that PR Studios just got access to the website the week before and is 
still working through updates. 
 
Colin added that the Comprehensive Plan is the “vision” document and is codified in the 
Unified Development Code (UDC).  The Environmental Bill of Rights (EBOR) and the 
Climate Action Plan (CAP) are guiding documents that influence the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Maisa also pointed out that the Commercial Code is being reviewed and CLEER will host a 
listening session on June 30th.  She will update the EBoard on any changes. 
 
Pat noted about ten items he would like to add to the Community Engagement Plan 
Google document and expressed concern about losing sight of the VCAPs. 
 
Scott underlined the need to assess the predicted drought and fire season for the summer.  
He thought it was important to address back-up systems in case the TOC powerlines were 
destroyed in a cataclysmic fire. 
 
Maisa asked if anyone knew whether the TOC is working with RMI on a resiliency plan. 
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Genevieve agreed that it was good to be proactive and prepared for the worst. 
 
Pat thought that it would be a useful public service for the TOC to share what they are 
working on.  He also asked if the ownership transfer of the Rifle solar field would affect the 
operation of the water treatment plant. 
 
Mark replied that Holy Cross purchased the solar field and the TPOC is working with them 
to continue the solar benefit. 
 
Colin confirmed that RMI is developing contingency plans throughout the Roaring Fork 
Valley. 
 
Genevieve asked that board members reach out to the Sopris Sun and/or KDNK as topics 
of interest come up.  She emphasized the fact that the community wants information. 
 
PLASTIC CONVERSATION 
Summer noted that he hadn’t put a lot more thought into this topic than what he sent out in 
his email but added that there is a lot to do.  His concern is what the EBoard can take on 
and whether the BOT is willing to take additional action despite current legislation. 
 
Colin thought that the BOT were unlikely to pass anything that might end up in litigation.  
He noted that legislation may change, and the BOT will most likely want to wait and see if 
the current legislation passes before doing anything. 
  
Genevieve suggested working with Carbondale Arts to develop messaging that celebrates 
using your own containers and bulk shopping.  She thought a public relations campaign 
might be popular and empowering. 
 
Summer was supportive of the concept but questioned its effectiveness on a larger scale. 
 
Colin pointed out that a primary audience of the EBoard was the BOT and the EBoard 
should focus on how to influence them.  He noted that the Plastics Consultant is still on 
hold and if the current legislation is voted on soon, the EBoard can work on getting that 
project started again.  He did like the idea of the public relations campaign, but he wasn’t 
sure whether the EBoard had the capacity to take that messaging on. 
 
Summer agreed that there was a lot of outreach that must be done, but pointed out that it 
has to go along with policy.  He thought a good deterrent would be a valley-wide effort to 
raise the prices of single-use plastics; the money raised could then be used to address 
equity issues. 
 
Genevieve pointed out that a tax on e-cigarettes was passed because of their detrimental 
health effects.  She thought that a case for a tax on single-use plastics could be made 
because of their detrimental effects on the environment. 
 
Summer noted that taxes must be voted on and given the process, the earliest a tax could 
be voted on would be 2022.  He added that he thought it would be difficult to pass a tax on 
single-use plastics. 
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Pat responded that the EBoard conducted a survey in 2016 and one of the questions was 
about plastics reduction—over 90% were in favor at that time.  He suggested conducting 
another survey. 
 
Summer supported another survey. 
 
Pat moved to distribute a community survey to ascertain the community’s interest in 
environmental issues.  Summer seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion: 
Colin asked who would organize, distribute, and compile the results of the survey. 
 
Summer thought it might take some time to refine the questions to put on the survey. 
 
Pat agreed to send out a copy of the 2016 survey. 
 
Scott thought that it was a fine line between a tax and a ban on single-use plastics. 
 
Summer thought that the survey results might prompt additional action by the BOT. 
 
Colin asked that if this topic is to move forward, to respond when he calls for agenda items. 
 
EBOARD INTERN 
Pat broached the topic of an EBoard intern by noting that the Colorado Mountain College 
Sustainable Studies program places interns in various organizations to earn class credits 
required for graduation and gain “real world” experience.  He thought that the EBoard 
could pay for the students’ credit ($85.00 per credit hour for locals and $466.00 per credit 
hour for out-of-state) and in return, the EBoard could assign various tasks that the board 
members don’t have time to pursue.  He suggested approaching the program’s department 
head with the pitch that this experience would be useful for someone planning to be 
employed in sustainable industries. 
 
Colin wondered what the ultimate cost would be, as well as who would coordinate the 
students’ tasks and interface with the Sustainable Studies department and EBoard. 
 
Pat suggested getting an update on how much remains in the EBoards 2021 budget.  He 
was willing to coordinate tasks and the CMC staff would oversee the student. 
 
Genevieve agreed with Pat’s proposal and emphasized the importance of harnessing the 
energy of local college students. 
 
Pat moved to entertain the possibility of pursuing an intern for EBoard activities.  Scott 
seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion: 
Genevieve pointed out the importance of working with the BOT to develop a viable intern 
program. 
 
Scott suggested starting with a local college student. 
 
Jim agreed with Scott and Genevieve and was in favor of moving forward with this project. 
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Motion Passed. Pat moved to entertain the possibility of pursuing an intern for EBoard 
activities.  Scott seconded the motion, and it was unanimously approved. 
 
 
UPDATES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Colin noted that the ten selected trees in Sopris Park now have labels; the labels cost 
$50.00 each for a total of $500.00.  He noted that the invoice has been submitted to the 
TOC Finance Department for payment. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The May 24, 2021, regular meeting adjourned at 6:55 p.m. The next regular meeting is 
scheduled for June 28, 2021 at 5:00 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kae McDonald 


